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FOURTH EXTRAORDINARY SESSION OF THE
ASSEMBLY OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT

8-9 September 1999
Sirte, Libya EAHG/Draft/Decl. (IV) Rev.1

SIRTE DECLARATION

1. We, the Heads Of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), met
at the fourth Extraordinary Sesson of our Assembly in Sirte, in the Great Socialist People's
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, from 8 - 9 September 1999, at the invitation of the Leader of the
Al Fatah Revolution, Colonel Muammar Ghaddafi, and as agreed upon during the Thirty-
fifth Ordinary Sesson of our Summit in Algiers, Algeriafrom 12 - 14 July 1999.

2. We deliberated extensvely on the ways and means of strengthening our continental
Organisation to make it more effective so asto keep pace with the political, economic and
social devel opments taking place within and outsde our continent.

3. In this endeavour, we were inspired by the ideal s which guided the Founding Fathers of our
Organization and Generations of Pan-Africanistsin their resolve to forge unity, solidarity
and cohesion, aswell as co-operation between African peoples and among African States.

4, We recall the heroic struggles waged by our peoplesand our countries during the last
century of this millennium for political independence, human dignity and economic
emancipation. We take pride in the achievements made to promote and consolidate African
unity and we salute the heroism and the sacrifices of our peoples, particularly during the
liberation struggles.

5. Aswe prepare to enter the 21% century and cognisant of the challenges that will confront
our continent and peoples, we emphad se the imperative need and a high sense of urgency to
rekindle the aspirations of our peoplesfor sronger unity, solidarity and cohesonin alarger
community of' peoples transcending cultural, ideological, ethnic and national differences.

6. In order to cope with those challenges and to effectively addressthe new social, political
and economic realitiesin Africa and in the world, we are determined to fulfil our peoples
aspirations for greater unity in conformity with the objectives o the OAU Charter and the
Treaty establishing the African Economic Community. It isalso our conviction that our
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Continental Organisation needsto be revitalised in order to be able to play a more active
role and continue to be relevant to the needs of our peoples and responsve to the demands
of the prevailing circumgtances. We are also determined to eliminate the scourge of
conflicts, which congtitutes a major impedi ment to the implementation of our devel opment
and integration agenda.

In our deliberations, we have been inspired by the important proposal s submitted by
Colonel Muammar Ghaddafi, Leader of the Great Al Fatah Libyan Revolution and
particularly, by hisvison for a strong and united Africa, capable of meeting global
challenges and shouldering its respong bility to harness the human and natural resources of
the continent in order to improve the living conditions of its peoples.

Having discussed frankly and extensively on how to proceed with the strengthening of the
unity of our continent and its peoples, in the light of those proposals, and hearing in mind
the current Stuation on the Continent, we DECIDE TO:

0] Egtablish an African Union, in conformity with the ultimate objectives of the
Charter of our Continental Organisation and the provisons of the Treaty
edtablishing the African Economic Community.

(i)  Accelerate the process of implementing the Treaty establishing the African
Economic Community, in particular:

(@ Shorten the implementation periods of the Abuja Treaty,

(b) Ensure the speedy establishment of all the ingtitutions provided for in the
Abuja Treaty; such asthe African Central Bank, the African Monetary
Union, the African Court of Justice and in particular, the Pan-African
Parliament. We aim to establish that Parliament by the year 2000, to provide
a common platform for our peoples and their grass-root organizationsto be
more involved in discussons and decis on-making on the problems and
challenges facing our continent.

(© Strengthening and consolidating the Regional Economic Communities as the
pillarsfor achieving the objectives of the African Economic Community and
realisng the envisaged Union.

(iii)  Mandate the Council of Minigtersto take the necessary measuresto ensure the
implementation of the above decisonsand in particular, to prepare the conditutive
legal text of the Union, taking into account the Charter of the OAU and the Treaty
edtablishing the African Economic Community. Member States should encourage
the participation of Parliamentariansin that process. The Council should submit its
report to the Thirty-sixth Ordinary Session of our Assembly for appropriate action.
Member States should work towards finalisng the process of ratification, where
appropriate, by December 2000, in order for a conditutive Act to be solemnly
adopted in the year 2001, at an Extra-Ordinary Summit, to be convened in Sirte.

(iv)  Mandate our Current Chairman, Presdent Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeriaand
Presdent Thabo Mbeki of South Africain consultation with the OAU Contact
Group on Africa’s External Debt to engage African creditors on our behalf on the
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isue of Africa’sexternal indebtedness, with a view to securing the total cancellation
of Africa sdebt, asa matter of urgency.

(v) Convene an African Minigerial Conference on Security, Stability, Devel opment and
Cooperation in the Continent, as soon as possible.

(vi)  Reques the Secretary General of our Organisation, as a matter of priority, to take all
appropriate measures to follow up the implementation of these decisons,

Done at Sirte Great Socialist People' sLibyan Arab Jamahiriya, September 9, 1999 (9.9 99)
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